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Meeting Award Recipients
Caroline Brunelle, Ph.D. (C)

McGill University

Department of Psychology

1205 Dr. Penfield Ave

Montreal, PQ  Canada   H3A  1B1

514-398-6119, email:  brunelle@ego.psych.mcgill.ca
Provisional dissertation title is: “Heightened Heart Rate Response to Alcohol Intoxication:  Implication of a Reward-Seeking Pathway”.  Her dissertation work has focused on identifying markers that differentiate pathways to alcohol abuse.  Specifically, her work has shown that heightened heart rate response following intoxication indicates sensitivity to the rewarding properties of alcohol.  This marker is associated with certain personality characteristics (sensation-seeking, extraversion, etc.), neurobiological characteristics (increased dopamine release following alcohol ingestion) and genetic vulnerability for alcohol abuse (dopamine receptor gene).
Travis Cook, B.A.

San Diego State University of California

Joint Doctoral Program Clinical Psychology

3983 Miramar St. Apt. C

La Jolla, CA  92037

858-543-3177, email:  travisarcook@hotmail.com
Mr. Cook is a pre-doctoral trainee on an Institutional Research Training Grant (T32 AA013525) funded by NIAAA and works in Dr. Tamara Wall’s laboratory on a NIAAA funded research project aimed at understanding the interaction between sociocultural and genetic factors on alcohol-related behaviors among Asian Americans.  As a developing researcher, he has a strong interest in the genetics of alcoholism.  The main focus of his research involves studying ethnic differences in the patterns, prevalence and consequences of alcohol use in order to identify, within each group, relative risk and protective factors associated with alcohol-related behaviors.  

Alicia M. Crissman, Ph.D.

Medical University of South Carolina

67 President St., P.O. Box 250861

Charleston, SC  29425

843-792-0073, email:  crissman@musc.edu
Dr. Crissman is a post-doctoral research fellow in her second year of training grant support.  Her background and previous training with Dr. Howard Becker utilized behavioral measures to assess the effects of pharmacological treatments on the discriminative-stimulus effects of ethanol.  She is currently developing a project with Dr. Ray Anton to extend these studies to the human population.

Neil C. Dodge

Wayne State University

Department of Psychology

2751 E. Jefferson, Ste. 460

Detroit, MI  48207

313-993-5454, email: thefndodge@yahoo.com
Currently an undergraduate who will be graduating this semester with a B.S. in Psychology, his interest is in the genetics of alcoholism.  He is taking genetics courses, and has applied to the doctoral program in behavior genetics at the University of Colorado, Boulder.  

Jon R. Fee, B.A.
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Department of Psychology and the Bowles Center for Alcohol Studies

Davie Hall CB 3270

Chapel Hill, SC  27599-3270

919-843-4042, email:  JonFee@unc.edu
Mr. Fee will present recent work from Dr. Todd E. Thiele’s laboratory investigating the role of protein kinase A signaling in alcohol consumption.  Differences have been found in ethanol consumption between genetically altered mice that exhibit reduced PKA activity and wild-types.  In addition, recent findings suggest that mouse self-administration via ad libitum access to ethanol is sensitive to the order and magnitude of concentration change.  These findings should benefit any researcher that is using a self-administration paradigm in rodent models.

Susan E. Luczak, Ph.D.

University of California, San Diego

Department of Psychiatry

3350 La Jolla Village Dr. (116B)

San Diego, CA  92161-2002

858-552-8585 x 5588, email:  sluczak@ucsd.edu
Her research examines etiological factors in the development of alcohol problems and methodological issues in alcohol research.  She is currently investigating genetic, biological and psychosocial factors that relate to alcohol use in various ethnic groups, including Chinese, Japanese, Jews, Koreans, and Whites.  The poster she will be presenting examines conduct disorder and aldehyde dehydrogenase as mediators of the relationship between ethnicity and alcohol dependence in Chinese-, Korean-, and White-American college students.  She has submitted a Mentored Clinical Scientist Development Award to NIAAA to continue research on genetic variations related to alcohol involvement.

John E. McGeary, Ph.D.

Research Fellow in NIAA Training

Brown University

Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies

Box G-BH

Providence, RI  02912

401-444-1867, email:  John_McGeary@brown.edu
He is currently in the process of creating a molecular genetics laboratory at the Providence VAMC and is actively working to collect DNA from ongoing local alcohol-related research projects with promising endophenotypes.  Given his long term objective of developing the Alcohol Center’s research profile in genetics, he is building regional collaborations with the laboratories of Drs. Kranzler and Covault at UConn and Drs. Gelernter and Lappalainen at Yale.

Patrick J. Mulholland, M.S.

University of Kentucky

Department of Psychology

115 Kastle Hall

Lexington, KY  40506-0044

859-257-1974, email: pjmulh0@uky.edu
He will obtain a Ph.D. in Experimental Psychology, with a research emphasis on examining the effects of alcohol on neuronal degeneration in the hippocampus.  Beyond this, he has developed an interest in studying the neuropharmacology of alcohol abuse and alcohol-associated neurotoxicity.  

Shaun A. Nguyen, M.D.
NIAAA Fellow

Center for Drug and Alcohol Programs

Medical University of South Carolina

67 President St.
Charleston, SC  29425

843-792-5233, email:  nguyensh@musc.edu
Under the tutelage of his mentor, Dr. Larry Middaugh, he has made substantial progress in assessing the potential of GABA-ergic compounds like gabapentin, vigabatrin, and tiagabine as therapeutic agents for the treatment of alcohol abuse using a murine model.  He is currently doing clinical research under Dr. Raymond Anton and is applying all his experience in animal research to clinical research involving the same GABA-ergic compounds.  His research experience supplements his medical training with a goal towards a career in academic medicine and translational research.

Maria Carmen Santana

Emory University

1639 Pierce Dr., Ste. 4000

Atlanta, GA  30322

404-727-8264, email:  mcsanta@emory.edu
A PhD student in the Department of Psychiatry; she holds a 3-year pre-doctoral training grant from NIAAA for a research project in alcoholism.  Her long-term goal is guided towards a career in the field of addiction.  She plans to continue working in the field of drug abuse and alcoholism and to expand her research to the minority population, specifically the Hispanic population, in groups such as women and adolescents.  Her current research project is focused on the use of Positron Emission Topography (PET) to identify the neural correlates of the psychopharmacology of ethanol and the genetic risk factors for alcoholism, looking at factors (genetics and behavior) than confer protection against alcoholism in some specific population.

Carolyn E. Sartor, M.S.
Family Research Center

VA Palo Alto Healthcare System

795 Willow Road, Mail Code 151J

Menlo Park, CA  94025

650-617-2755, email:  sartor_c@hotmail.com
After receiving her doctoral degree in Clinical Psychology, she plans to continue to conduct research in alcohol studies during her post-doctoral training and later as an independent researcher in an academic setting.  As findings on the role of genetics in alcoholism continue to emerge and show promise for enhancing our understanding of the disorder, the importance of having a strong grasp on the genetics literature becomes increasingly evident.  

